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Abstract—A novel fractal tag antenna constructed with Hilbert-
curve and self-complementary configuration is proposed for UHF
RFID applications. The main aim of this paper is to merge the
meander line and meandered-slot structure of the RFID tag antenna
in order to obtain a good performance of compact, broadband,
circular polarization and conjugate impedance matching. The tunable
inductive and broadband (−10 dB BW = 115 MHz) characteristics
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of frequency responses and directivity (1.62 dBi) as well as circular
polarization (−3 dB AR BW = 315 MHz) of radiation patterns for
900MHz are studied and presented.

1. INTRODUCTION

Recently there has been a rapidly growing interest in RFID systems
and its applications. Operating frequencies including 125–134 kHz
and 140–148.5 kHz LF band, 13.56 MHz HF band and 868–960 MHz
UHF band were applied to various supply chains. 433 MHz band was
decided for active reader and 2.45 GHz band was applied for WiFi
reader. Besides the reader antennas, the requirements of tag antennas
are necessary for applications. In which, due to the benefit of long
read range and low cost, the UHF tag will be used as the system of
distribution and logistics around the world [2–19].

Meander line antennas were commonly for UHF tags, due to
the characteristics of high gain, omni-directionality, planarity and
relatively small surface size [6]. However, the length-to-width ratio
limited as 5 : 1 was proposed [3]. Recently, the half-Sierpinski
fractal antenna was introduced with a small length-to-width ratio
(< 2 : 1) [12]. The inductive impedance of tag antenna was
necessary for matching the capacitive terminations of chip IC, thus
the tuning apparatus was proposed [5, 9–11, 18]. H-shaped meandered-
slot antennas with the performance of broadband and conjugate
impedance matching were developed for on-body applications [15, 16].
The ceramic patch antenna mountable on metallic objects was
proposed [17]. The compact microstrip antenna with Koch curve was
presented [19]. On the other hand, the self-complementary dipoles
were introduced for the performance of wideband, high impedance and
balun [20–27].

The Hilbert-curve, was known as the space-filling curves [28]. The
structure of this shape can be made of a long metallic wire compacted
within a patch. As the iteration order of the curve increases, the
Hilbert-curve can be space-filling the patch. It has been used in fractal
antenna with size reduction [29–31].

The main aim of this paper is to merge the meander line
and meandered-slot structure of the RFID tag antenna in order to
obtain a good performance of compact, broadband and conjugate
impedance matching. Meantime, demonstrating the performance with
a self-complementary Hilbert-curve tag antenna is proposed. The
self-complementary Hilbert-curve tag antenna is constructed with
substrate, Hilbert-curve, Hilbert-curve slot and tuning pad. For
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circular polarization analysis, the current distribution and electric
field are exhibited. The inductive and broadband characteristics of
frequency responses and directivity feature of radiation patterns and
polarization are studied and presented.

2. ANTENNA CONFIGURATION AND BASIS

2.1. UFH RFID Meander-line Antenna

The typical dipole antenna consists of two parts, in Fig. 1, one
is the dipole resonators with half-wavelength for resonance and the
other is the balun for the impedance transfer of balance to unbalance
terminations. The standing voltage and current distribute among
the dipole with maxima current and minimum voltage feeding in the
center (0◦) for linear polarization. The principle mode (#1) waves
are radiated toward the broadside. For size reduction, in Fig. 2, the
meander-line configuration was applied in tag antenna. By tuning
load-line structure, more wideband and inductive performance can be
achieved.

2.2. Self-complementary Hilbert-curve Tag Antenna

Complementary Hilbert-curve tag antenna is constructed with
substrate, Hilbert-curve, Hilbert-curve slot and tuning pad in Fig. 3.
The Hilbert-curve is consisted of three series Hilbert-curve with the
3rd iteration. The dimensions are L1 = 23.5mm, L2 = 24mm, Lt =
5mm, Lf = 1.5mm, W1 = 7.5mm, W2 = 8.5mm, W3 = 0.75mm,
W4 = 0.5mm, and g = 0.35mm. The thicknesses of RT/duroid-
6010 substrate are h1 is 1.27mm and the relative permittivity εr1

is 10.2 shown in Fig. 4. The total length of series Hilbert-curve

Figure 1. Dipole antenna. Figure 2. Meander line anten-
nas.
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Figure 3. Self-complementary
Hilbert-curve tag antenna.

 

Figure 4. Dimensions of self-
complementary Hilbert-curve tag
antenna.

Figure 5. Current distributions. Figure 6. Electric fields.

is 189 mm, it can built a λ0/2 resonance of the desired frequency
900MHz. Conventional tags are design in free space but when on-
body applications are required [15], the features caused by additional
subjects need to be take into account in the design. In Fig. 4,
the on-body configuration also propose the design for finite-thickness
(εr2 = 10.5, h2 = 5.08mm) subject and even in this case a good
impedance matching is achieved.

Circular polarization wave can be generated by exciting two
orthogonal modes in a patch, theses two orthogonal modes are in
90-degree phase with the sign of the relative phase determining
polarization hand. The orthogonal modes may be excited in a number
of ways, which include orthogonal feeds, orthogonal patches, multiple
feeds and truncated-corner patches [1].

Figure 5 illustrates the simulated current distributions and Fig. 6
depicts the simulated electric fields among the planar structures,
which provide a clearly physical insight on understanding the circular
polarization of the proposed antenna. Fig. 5 shows that the Hilbert-
curve is excited with concentrating current distributions at the
900MHz resonance while the maximum amplitude located at the left
arm with 11.3◦ deviation from central feed-line (0◦). The Hilbert-
curve slot is expressed with lower current distributions. Fig. 6 presents
both Hilbert-curve line and Hilbert-curve slot are excited with intensive
electric fields at the 900 MHz resonance while the minimum amplitude
presented at the right arm with −22.5◦ deviation. Obviously, the
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second mode (#2) waves are radiated along the arms and toward the
end-fire. Since the second mode (#2) waves among the two arms of the
Y -axis occur, in company with the inherent principle mode (#1) waves
toward the broadside of the Z-axis exist, the necessary two orthogonal
modes in the antenna can be obtained in Fig. 7. Meantime, these two
mode resonances are with 33.8◦ phase difference. Thus, the circular
polarization can be observed along a certain direction of X-axis (φ = 0◦
and θ = 90◦). It can be observed in Fig. 11.

The maximum activation distance of the tag for the given
frequency is given [15, 16] by

dmax =
c

4πf

√
EIRPR

Pchip
τG (1)

where EIRPR is the effective transmitted power of reader, Pchip is the
sensitivity of tag microchip, G is the maximum tag antenna gain, and
the power transmission factor

τ =
4RchipRA

|Zchip + ZA|2
≤ 1 (2)

with tag antenna impedance (ZA = RA + jZA) and microchip
impedance (Zchip = Rchip + jZchip).

3. SIMULATIONS AND RESULTS

By using the commercial software of HFSS tool [32], the simulation
results included return loss spectrums, impedance spectrum, circular

 

Figure 7. Orthogonal modes. Figure 8. Simulated and mea-
sured results of return loss spec-
trum.
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polarization and two-cut radiation patterns are presented and
analyzed. For comparison, the return loss spectrums of the proposed
antenna with UHF-bands of 900MHz are measured and simulated
shown in Fig. 8.

The simulated and measured results of frequency responses are
in agreement. In measurement, while the return loss is smaller than
−10 dB, the frequency responses cover both Europe 865.6–867.6 MHz
band and USA 902–928 MHz band, ranging from 820 to 935 MHz
(bandwidth = 115 MHz). For applications, the frequency responses
are fully applied in the operation bands of the RFID UHF-band. For
impedance spectrum analysis in Fig. 9, it shows the real parts of
impedance become maximum value (178.7 Ω) at 970 MHz frequency,
the real parts of impedance value (102.5 Ω) and the imaginary parts
of impedance present inductive characteristic (+41.3Ω) at 900MHz
frequency. The inductive impedance can be available for matching the
capacitive RFID chip. A 0.127λ0 shifted line with 0.131λ0 short-circuit
stub is inserted for matching the 50 Ω termination of the network
analyzer.

The radiation patterns are obtained by an automatic measurement
system in an anechoic chamber. The under-tested antenna is located on
the X-Y plane shown in Fig. 3, and the feeding line is located along the
X-axis. Thus, two radiation patterns with Y -Z cut and X-Z cut are
obtained. The two cut patterns with resonant 900 MHz are represented
in Fig. 10 respectively. The X-Z cut express the patterns as φ = 0◦
and θ varied and the Y -Z cut depict the patterns as φ = 90◦ and
θ varied. Conical patterns are observed at broadside in the Y -Z cut
and quasi-omnidirectional patterns are obtained in the X-Z cut. The

Figure 9. Simulated results of
impedance spectrum.

Figure 10. Radiation patterns
for 900MHz.
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measured maximum gain was 1.62 dBi for 900MHz. For polarizations,
the AR spectrum is presented in Fig. 11. The minimum AR with 0.25
at φ = 0◦, θ = 90◦ and the right-hand circular polarizations (−3 dB
AR BW = 315 MHz) are observed along the direction of the φ and
θ, thus the proposed antenna can be applied to circular polarization
applications which represents one of the availabilty and usefulness in
contrast to the conventional meander-line and meander-slot tags.

4. CONJUGATE MATCHING PERFORMANCE

For example, the effective transmitted power EIRPR of reader is
1W, the sensitivity Pchip of tag microchip is −10 dBm, the maximum
tag antenna gain G = 1.62 dBi, and the activation distance d with
boundary condition d1/2 = 2.5/3m, the power transmission factor can
be obtained τ1/2 = 0.63/0.91 by using (1). Then, from (2) and tag
antenna impedance (ZA = 102.5 + j41.3Ω), the microchip impedance
(Zchip = 16.7− j45.6Ω) is calculated analytically.

For applications, the variation in antenna impedance, related
microchip impedance and tuning pad (Lt = 1.0, 2.0, 3.0, 4.0 and
5.0mm) is shown in Table 1. The varied inductive impedance can
be available for matching the related capacitive RFID chip by tuning
the pad length. The other example, as the g = 0.1mm, the typical
Zchip = 113− j167Ω can obtained [15].

For deterministic design, the design procedure is stated as: The
guided wavelength (λg/4) of the central frequency determines the total
length of series Hilbert-curve. The desired response and impedance are
then tuned by Lt. The final tuning is with g. Using (1) and (2) with
boundary condition d1/2, the Zchip is obtained. If it is not satisfied,
returning Lt and g.

Figure 11. AR spectrum.

 

Figure 12. Impedance locus.
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Table 1. Variation results (900 MHz).

Lt

(mm)
ZA

(Ω)
Gmax

(dB)
d1/2

(m)
τ1/2

Zchip

(Ω)
1 97.8 + j46.3 0.98 2.5/3 0.73/1.06 17.6− j43.4
2 98.7 + j45.6 1.12 2.5/3 0.72/1.03 16.9− j45.8
3 97.3 + j44.2 1.21 2.5/3 0.7/1.0 17.3− j42.1
4 99.6 + j43.4 1.38 2.5/3 0.67/0.97 18.9− j44.8
5 102.5 + j41.3 1.62 2.5/3 0.63/0.91 16.7− j45.6

A microchip, RI-UHF-STRAP-08 of Texas Instruments, is also
used for applications. The diagram of complex plane Z(ω) is presented
in Fig. 12. The microchip impedance locus Zchip(ω) is firstly plotted
in the complex plane. The arrowhead attached to the locus indicates
the direction of increasing ω from 860 to 960MHz. Then, tuning the
length, as g = 0.45 mm, Lf = 5.8 mm and Lt = 6.3mm, the antenna
impedance locus ZA(ω) is obtained when this ω value is still in the
UHF RFID band. The intersection of these two loci corresponds to
the operating point, Zchip = 287− j55Ω and ZA = 287 + j55Ω.

5. CONCLUSION

The self-complementary antenna with Hilbert-curve configuration
for RFID UHF-band tags is presented in this paper. The good
performance of compact, broadband (BW = 115 MHz), circular
polarization and conjugate impedance matching are achieved for
applications. The structure is smaller in size and easy to fabricate
in tag circuits. Its operations cover UHF-bands 820 to 935 MHz for
return loss < −10 dB. Both simulation and measurement results are
agreed with the verified frequency responses. The inductive impedance
is achieved and be available for matching the capacitive RFID chip.

In field analysis, conical patterns are observed at broadside in the
Y -Z cut and quasi-omnidirectional patterns are obtained in the X-Z
cut. The measured maximum gain was 1.62 dBi for 900MHz. The
circular polarization (−3 dB AR BW = 315 MHz) feature of radiation
patterns for 900MHz are presented. There are not much RFID tags
using circularly polarization with the advantages of using a CP tags. It
is a compact and available CP tag antenna for UHF RFID applications.
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