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Abstract—We study the electrodynamic characteristics of a strip
loop antenna located on the surface of a circular column filled
with a resonant magnetoplasma and surrounded by a homogeneous
isotropic background medium. The antenna current is excited by a
time-harmonic voltage creating an electric field with the azimuthal
component in a narrow gap on the strip surface. It is shown that
the current distribution and input impedance of such an antenna are
strongly influenced by the presence of an infinite number of propagating
quasielectrostatic modes that are guided by a column containing a
resonant magnetoplasma.

1. INTRODUCTION

The current distribution on metal wire antennas located in a resonant
magnetoplasma and the behavior of their input impedance have been
addressed in a limited number of works. In most papers on the
subject, dipole and loop antennas in a homogeneous plasma medium
are considered [1-10]. By resonant magnetoplasma, we mean a cold,
collisionless magnetized plasma in which the refractive index of one of
the characteristic waves tends to infinity when an angle between the
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wave normal direction and an external dc magnetic field approaches
a certain value determined by the plasma parameters. In this case,
the classical thin-antenna theory cannot be employed readily since
no matter how small the cross section of the antenna wire might be
physically, it is always possible to find some wave normal direction for
which one wavelength in the plasma medium will become less than the
wire cross-sectional extent and the antenna conductor will appear to
be “thick” [2,3,9,10].

Recently, the electrodynamic characteristics of a strip loop
antenna located on the surface of a plasma column have been
studied in the case where the column is filled with a nonresonant
magnetoplasma [11]. In the present article, we extend the analysis
of [11] to the case of a resonant magnetoplasma in the column.

Our article is organized as follows. In Section 2, we present
the formulation of the problem and basic equations. Section 3 deals
with the solution of integral equations for the antenna current. In
Section 4, we give numerical results for the current distribution and
input impedance of the antenna. Section 5 presents conclusions of the
performed analysis.

2. FORMULATION OF THE PROBLEM AND BASIC
EQUATIONS

As in [11], we consider an antenna having the form of an infinitesimally
thin, perfectly conducting, narrow strip of half-width d, which is coiled
into a circular loop of radius a (d < a). The antenna is located
coaxially on the surface of a uniform plasma column surrounded by
a homogeneous isotropic medium with the real dielectric permittivity
Eout = €0€q, Where € is the permittivity of free space. The column is
aligned with an external static magnetic field By (see Fig. 1), which is
parallel to the z axis of a cylindrical coordinate system (p, ¢, z).
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Figure 1. Geometry of the problem.
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The medium inside the column is a two-component, cold,
collisionless magnetoplasma described by the dielectric tensor

e —ig O
e=¢ | ig € 0 |. (1)
0 0 =7

Expressions for the tensor elements e, g, and 7 can be found
elsewhere [11-13]. In contrast to [11], it is assumed throughout this
work that the diagonal elements ¢ and n of the plasma dielectric
tensor have opposite signs, which corresponds to the case of a resonant
magnetoplasma [13]. Recall that a two-component magnetoplasma
turns out to be resonant if the angular frequency w belongs to one of
the following three frequency ranges [13]:

w < Qpy,
wrH < w < min{wy, wp}, (2)
max{wy, wp} < w < WUH.

Here, Qy, wy, wiH, wp, and wyy are the ion and electron gyro-
frequencies, the lower hybrid frequency, the electron plasma frequency,
and the upper hybrid frequency, respectively.

The antenna is excited by a time-harmonic (~ exp(iwt)) voltage
which creates an electric field with the azimuthal component E;Xt in a
narrow angular interval |¢ — ¢9| < A < 7 on the surface of the strip
(i.e., at p=a and |z| < d):

ES(a,6,2) = %[U@ — o+ A) —U(p— ¢o — A)]
x[U(z +d) —U(z —d)]. (3)

Here, 1} is an amplitude of the given voltage, U a Heaviside function,
and A the angular half-width of the gap centered at ¢ = ¢g. The
excitation field EZ can be written as

ESY = )" Apexp(—img), (4)
where
Vo sin(mA) ,
m=5 X exp(imay). (5)

The density J of the electric current excited on the antenna by
field (3) is sought in the form

J = ¢ol(¢,2)é(p —a), (6)
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where |z| < d, § is a Dirac function, and I(¢, z) is the surface current
density which can be represented as follows:
o
I(¢,2) = Y In(2)exp(—img). (7)
m=—0oQ
To find I(¢,z), one should express the azimuthal (E,) and
longitudinal (E,) components of the electric field excited by current (6)
in terms of unknown quantities Z,,(z) and use the boundary conditions
for the tangential field components on the surface of the plasma column
(p =a and —o0 < z < 00). Then the following boundary conditions
on the antenna surface (p = a and |z| < d) are applied:

Eg+ E$* =0, E.=0. (8)

It is shown in [11] that the boundary condition for Ey in (8) yields
the integral equation

d
/ K, (z — z/) In(2)d = —Ay, (9)
—d

whereas the boundary condition for E, in (8) gives

/d km (2 = 2') Iy (2') d2' = 0. (10)
d

It is assumed in (9) and (10) that |z| < d. The kernels of integral
Equations (9) and (10) can be written as [11]

2ra o

Km(() = N, Ed);m,n(a) eXp (_ikopm,nm)

o0

' 2 2 p)
"o o p(q) ;Z ) Im+1(Qk) + apm

1
x exp(—ikop(q)[¢|)dg, (11)

2ma .
km(C) = sgn C{ N E¢;m,n(a)Ez;m,n(a) exp (_Zkopm,nKD
m,n

k=1 Am

n
2 l

i/quiBfn’“ (@)
27“17701; > 0 " Qr T (Qx

l
=1k Am

~

=

x exp(—ikop(q)[¢])dq ¢ (12)

where

p(q) = (ea— )", (13)
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Jm 18 a Bessel function of the first kind of order m and kg the wave
number in free space. Ey.p, n(p) and E..;n »(p) are functions describing
the distributions over the transverse coordinate p of the azimuthal
and longitudinal electric-field components of eigenmodes (discrete-
spectrum waves) that are guided by the column and have the azimuthal
and radial indices m and n, respectively (m = 0,41, £2, ... and n =
1,2, ...), and N,y is the norm of an eigenmode with the propagation
constant p,,,. Note that the function p(¢g) has the meaning of the
normalized (to ko) propagation constant of the characteristic wave
of the background isotropic medium for the transverse wave number
q = k.1 /ko and satisfies the condition Im p(q) < 0. The integrals over ¢
in Equations (11) and (12) describe the contribution of continuous-
spectrum waves to the kernels. All the quantities entering the
corresponding integrands and containing p are calculated for p = p(q).

The fields of the eigenmodes supported by a magnetized plasma
column as well as the dispersion relation allowing one to determine
their propagation constants are given in [14]. The norm N, , can be
calculated as [13, 15, 16]

Nm,n = 477/0 [Ep;m,n(p) Hd);m,n(p) +E¢;m,n(p) Hp;m,n(p)] P d,O (14)

When deriving Equations (11), (12), and (14), we took into account
the fact that without loss of generality, the eigenmode fields can always
be defined so as to satisfy the relationships [13]

T T
B () = ~Epmn(p), ES)_ . (0) = Egimn(p),

H;();jl)m,—n(P) = —Hpmn(p), Hé?;_m,_n(/)) = Hgp 2:mn(p),
where the negative sign of the subscript n denotes modes propagating
in the negative direction of the z axis, and the superscript (T)
designates fields taken in an auxiliary (“transposed”) medium that
is described by the transposed dielectric tensor e”.

The quantities AW and Bﬁri)k in Equations (11) and (12) are
written in the form [11]

AD — (_1)l{n2 {”Jg)jg) _ (Jr(r%)_t'_nj@))’]-((l)}

(15)

m ga

+p£ﬁ [J(l) —J@ 4 g jfﬁ)} } (16)
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o _ k1 koa ["7 7(k—v) /(1)
B = (-1 Z Ng—vdyy Hyy

mi = (=1 OQkJ (Qr) k-
— 2 pPm?

where Zj is the wave 1mpedance of free space. The other quantities in
Equations (11), (12), (16), and (17) are given by

k) _ Ime1(@r) | ar sy Ima(Qr) Bk
! QkJ @) T T Qe Q2
HO = Egi % k=12, v=(-1)F,

E 2
Qr = koaqr(p), Q = koagq, nj = o [pQ + ¢ (p) + % - 5],

ap = [pQ + ql%(p> - 8] g_l - 17 ﬁk :pnlzl + 17 (18)
1 92 n 7
w(p) = ﬂ{f‘ Tr=(Gr)r-(2-)

Y

2

1/2
P {e-tr o St 25 tala- =)}

where x, = —x. = —1 and H,(,? is a Hankel function of the /th kind of
order m.

The above formulas are valid regardless of whether the column
is filled with a resonant or nonresonant magnetoplasma. In the next
section, we will solve the derived integral equations for the antenna
current in the case where the plasma inside the column is resonant,

i.e., sgne # sgn.

3. SOLUTION OF THE INTEGRAL EQUATIONS FOR
THE ANTENNA CURRENT

As in the case where the column is filled with a nonresonant
plasma [11], the kernels of integral Equations (9) and (10) can be
represented as the sums of singular and regular parts:

En(Q) = K&+ KD©), kn(Q) =k +ED©).  (19)
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The singular parts Kﬁf)(g) and k,(,i)(g ) are introduced in such a way
that they tend to infinity for ¢ — 0, whereas the regular parts Kr(r:)(C)

and k(mr) (¢), which have no singularities at this point, can be taken
for ¢ = 0 if the antenna is sufficiently narrow such that the following
inequalities take place:

d<a, d<aln/e|'?,  (kod)® max{|el, le], lg], [n[} < 1. (20)

It is worth noting that in the case considered here, expressions for
the singular and regular parts of the kernels differ significantly from
those in [11]. The difference is because of the fact that the column
filled with a resonant magnetoplasma supports the guided propagation
of an infinite number of eigenmodes the fields of which contribute

to Kf(,f)(() and ]ﬂ({;)(c ), whereas eigenmodes of a nonresonant plasma
column in [11] contribute only to the regular parts of the kernels.

The singular parts of the kernels for the column containing a
resonant magnetoplasma can be written as

2 1/2
KOQ) = —zy] 272 Jen Zexp S
mkoa? |en| + €2 2n+m+1/2
/{J m2 &
kga [ o koq|¢|)dg — i—— £
+i 2 )y m+1(koaq) exp(—koq|¢|)dg zﬂ'kga2 len|

<[00 @) o fualn e e~ kualC) dq}, (21)

Z m
() () = —gone 20 ™ )y (i
ki (€)= send o s ‘€n+gg{€;%n§_lexp[ (ix +v)

koaceg

x(2n+m+1/2)] —

/0 mexp(—koqmdq}, (22)

where x = |e/n|"/?(n|¢|/2a) sgne, I, is a modified Bessel function of
the first kind of order m, and

Ula) = (2koa)/[n/e|/* (14 e2len| ™) ™" exp (~koaln/e|/q) . (23)

The quantities under the summation and integral signs in Equa-
tions (21) and (22) are obtained by making the limiting transitions
|Dm.,n| — 00 (see Appendix A) and g — oo, respectively, in the corre-
sponding expressions (11) and (12) for the kernels. It should be noted
that in the limit ¢ — oo, the quantities q1, p(q), n1,2, @12, and (1 2 are
calculated as in [11]. An exception takes place only for the quantity
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2, which is now equal to ¢ = i|/e|'/?q in the considered limit. To
avoid misunderstanding, we also note that in this case, the function
U(q) is initially found to be equal to

I (koaln/<]/2g)
12 (koaln/e] 2q) + e2len]~ 12, (Koaln/e] 2q)]

Using the large-argument approximation for I,,, we finally arrive at
Equation (23).

The quantities K,(,:)(C) and k%)(g), which are not presented here
for brevity, are given by the sums over n and the integrals over
q in which the terms under the summation and integral signs are
determined by the differences of the respective quantities entering the
rigorous expressions (11) and (12) for the kernels and the corresponding
expressions, taken at |py, | — 0o and ¢ — oo, for the singular parts of
the kernels.

The integrals in (21) are evaluated as [17]

- 1 1%
2 _
s thaa) esp(-oalchn= i@,y (455 20

| U@ ol e ) ex (<Hoald) do

__2en) el ¢
|€n|+€2@m_( ,a>, (2)

where Q,(z) are Legendre functions of the second kind. With
allowance for the first two inequalities in (20), these functions can be
approximated using the following asymptotic formula, which is valid
forz—14+0and pu# -1, — . [18]:

1 1

Qu(z) =3 (5 = 5) vt - (26)

Here, ¢(z) = dInT'(z)/dz is the logarithmic derivative of a gamma
function and v = 0.5772... is Euler’s constant. When applied to
functions (24) and (25), formula (26) needs to be corrected for very
large values of |m|. However, the terms |m| > 7, where m ~ A~}
is a sufficiently large integer, do not contribute significantly to the
current series (7) because of the properties of quantities (5) that
will enter the resulting expressions for Z,,. It can be shown that
the requirement for formula (26) to be valid to approximate (24)
and (25) for |m| < 7 reduces to the conditions d < 2am~! and

d < 2am~Y|n/e|'/?, respectively, whence we have

d < 20/, d< 2aA|n/e|? (27)

Ulg) = 77
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Using the second inequality in (27), the series in (21) can be
rewritten as

2. exp[—ix(2n +m +1/2)] B 2. exp[—ix(2n — 1)]
2 2n+m+1/2 =2 o — 1 =P, (28)

n=1 n—=

where

3\ — 1
P = (m+2);(2n—1)(2n+m+1/2)' (29)

When writing (29), we put ¢ = 0, since ®,, remains finite (regular) in
the limit ¢ — 0. The series in (28) is calculated in closed form [17]:
o0 .
—ix(2n —1

m— 1 _2 neot 7 — i sene,

n=1

where cot(|x|/2) ~ 2|x|~! for ¢ — 0.
Thus, we find that kernel (11) possesses the logarithmic
singularity:

Kon(C) = —iZo™ o ( Iy s, > (31)
where
i(koa)2€ en|V? + e,
Om = m?2 + i(koa)2¢’ &= 2 ’ (32)
B 1 lel 2ie, 1
ST (e { lm Il Jen 2 —icq <¢<m+2) ”)
len|*/2 m e
+ 2 e, (111 5 + 20, + iy sgns)
+i(koa)?€ w(m+§) +y—i 2n K0 b (33)
2 Zokg ™

As a result, Equation (9) takes the form

/dI(’)l [t W S/ ' (34)
dmz n 2 Z = Zoko dz'.

In turn, the quantity kfn) in (22), after some algebra, can be shown

to have the Cauchy singularity: kﬁi) (¢) ~ m/¢. Taking into account
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the relation k..’ (0) = 0 (see [11] for details), we reduce Equation (10)

to the form . /

7,

/ m m<2/)dz’ — 0, (35)
—d Z—Z

where the integral is understood in the sense of the Cauchy principal
value.

Since the solution of Equation (34) with the logarithmic kernel
automatically satisfies Equation (35) with the Cauchy kernel, it is
sufficient to consider only Equation (34). The solution to this equation
can be found using the techniques discussed in [10] and is written as

24 Amom
In(2) ZokoVd2 — 221n (4a/d) — Sy, (36)
Substituting (36) into (7) and integrating the linear current density
I(¢, z) over z between —d and d, we obtain the total current Ix(¢) in
the cross section ¢ = const:

V) = sin(mA) 8, exp[—im(¢ — ¢o)]
IZ(¢) = Zokoa mz mA ln(4a/d) — Sm .

Generally, the summation over m in (37) can be performed only
numerically. A closed-form expression for the current distribution can
be derived if the strip is so narrow that the inequality In(4a/d) > |Sy,|
is valid for |m| < m. Then, neglecting S,, and making steps similar to
those performed in [10], we deduce

B iVorh  cos[(m — ¢ + ¢o)hal
Ix(9) =  ZokoIn(4a/d) sin(mha)

where 0 < ¢ — ¢9 < m and h = ko(1 — i)\/&/2. Approximate
representation (38) evidently corresponds to the transmission-line
theory with the complex current propagation constant h. Such nature
of h is related to the excitation of an infinite number of propagated
quasielectrostatic eigenmodes in the resonant plasma column. If
|en|'/? < €4, then h = kg\/24/2. In the opposite case [en|/? > e,, we
obtain h = ko(1 — i)|en|'/*/2, which is a factor of v/2 smaller than the
corresponding quantity for a loop antenna in a resonant homogeneous
magnetoplasma (see [10]).

Using the current distribution Ix(¢), the input impedance Z =
R+iX of the antenna can be found in a standard way: Z = Vy/Ix(¢p).
Within the framework of approximation (38), we obtain

7 = iZyko(wh) "' In(4a/d) tan (wha). (39)
In the case w|Im hla > 1, the input impedance given by (39) simplifies
to Z = Zoko(wh)"'In(4a/d). For m|h|a < 1, Equation (39) yields the
inductance of an electrically small loop antenna in free space.

(37)

=—0Q

, (38)
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4. NUMERICAL RESULTS

Using the above-described approach, we have calculated the current
distribution and input impedance of a loop antenna for some cases of
interest. Calculations have been performed for the following values of
the parameters: the angular frequency w = 1.7 x 108s7!, the relative
dielectric permittivity of the background medium is equal to ¢, = 1
(free space), the external static magnetic field By = 800G, and the
plasma density inside the column is equal to N = 103 cm™3. The
chosen values can easily be realized under laboratory conditions and
correspond to the case of a resonant plasma, for which wiy € w <
wp < wp and the diagonal elements of the dielectric tensor have the
opposite signs: € = 1.62 x 10? and = —1.1 x 10%. For computations,
it was assumed that d/a = 0.02, the midpoint of the region to which
the given voltage is supplied has the azimuthal coordinate ¢y = 0, and
A = 0.05rad.

Figure 2 shows the magnitude |Ix(¢)| (normalized to its maximum
|Ismax|) and the phase angle 0(¢) = arctan(Im I, (¢)/Re I (¢)) of the
antenna current for two values of the loop and column radius a. The
solid and dashed lines in the figure correspond to the rigorously derived
formula (37) and the approximate formula (38), respectively. It is seen
in the figure that formula (38) describes the current behavior with
acceptable accuracy, especially for small and moderate values of ¢.

It is worth noting that in Fig. 2, the distribution given by
Equation (37) demonstrates some asymmetry about the midpoint of
the region to which the excitation voltage is supplied. This asymmetry

e e
% © —

U

|15 (&) / Tsmax|
SO OO OO
(98]

S L L
—_

e r” . . . S—— 23600 . . . . . )
-180 -120 -60 O 60 120 180 -180 -120 -60 O 60 120 180
¢ (degrees) ¢ (degrees)

(a) (b)

OS—= N

Figure 2. (a) Normalized amplitude and (b) phase of the antenna
current calculated using the rigorous formula (37) (solid lines) and the
approximate formula (38) (dashed lines) as functions of the angle ¢ for
(1) @ =2cm and (2) a = 5cm if d/a = 0.02, A = 0.05 rad, ¢g = 0,
ga=1, N=108cm™3, By =800G, and w = 1.7 x 108571,



252 Kudrin et al.

is stipulated by the gyrotropy of the plasma inside the column. The
reversal of the direction of the external magnetic field results in the
current- and phase-distribution changes described by the replacements
Is(¢) — In(—¢) and 0(¢p) — O(—¢), respectively.

It is evident that the dependences |Ix(¢)/Ismax| and 6(¢)
for the antenna located on the surface of a resonant plasma
column qualitatively resemble the corresponding distributions for a
loop antenna in a homogeneous magnetoplasma with appropriate
parameters [10]. If the antenna of the same radius were located in free
space, it would have a quasi-uniform current distribution. Therefore,
the presence of a resonant plasma column significantly affects the
current distribution of the loop antenna.

Figure 3 shows the real (R) and imaginary (X) parts of the
antenna input impedance Z as functions of the radius a for the
previously chosen values of the parameters of the problem. These
results were obtained using Equation (39). Calculations based on the
rigorous formula for the antenna current give results which almost
coincide with those in Fig. 3 and, therefore, are not shown for brevity.
For comparison, the figure also presents similar dependences for the
real (Rp) and imaginary (Xo) parts of the input impedance of the same
antenna located in a homogeneous magnetoplasma the parameters of
which coincide with those inside the column.

It follows from the results obtained that R and X turn out to

gr
X
7,
61 R
@5’ Xo
S
< 47
g
3l
54 Ro
20
1h
0 ‘
0 1 4 5
a (cm)

Figure 3. Real and imaginary parts of the input impedance as
functions of the antenna size in the cases where the antenna is located
on the surface of a plasma column (R and X) of the same radius and
in a homogeneous magnetoplasma (Rp and Xg). The values of d/a and
the other parameters are the same as in Fig. 2.
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be greater than the corresponding quantities Ry and X for the loop
antenna in a homogeneous magnetoplasma. Although the impedance
demonstrates qualitatively similar behavior with increasing antenna
radius in the two cases, an important difference between them is that
the input radiation resistance R is almost completely determined by
the eigenmodes of the plasma column, i.e., the discrete spectrum of the
antenna-excited waves, whereas in the case of a homogeneous plasma,
the quantity Ry is entirely determined by the continuous-spectrum
waves.

5. CONCLUSIONS

In this paper, we obtained the solution to the problem of the current
distribution of a loop antenna in the form of an infinitesimally
thin, perfectly conducting, narrow strip located on the surface of
an axially magnetized plasma column and operated in the resonant
frequency band of a magnetoplasma. The found solution describes the
distribution of the surface-current density both along and across the
strip and makes it possible to study the electrodynamic characteristics
of the antenna as functions of its parameters as well as the parameters
of the plasma column and the surrounding medium. Finally, we note
that the method used in this work can be applied to the case where
the column with a loop antenna is filled with a resonant anisotropic
medium of another type such as, e.g., a hyperbolic metamaterial.
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APPENDIX A. CONTRIBUTION OF EIGENMODES TO
THE SINGULAR PARTS OF THE KERNELS

Although the contribution of eigenmodes to K,(?f)(g“ ) and kfﬁ)(g) can
be obtained by calculating the corresponding terms of (11) and (12)
in the limit |p,,n,| — oo, a simpler way is to use formulas of the
quasielectrostatic approximation, which is valid in this limit. Within
the framework of this approximation, the electric field is expressed
as E(r) = —VV¥(r), where the potential ¥(r) is sought in the form
U(r) = ¥(p) exp(—im¢ — ikopz). The function ¥(p) is represented as
V(p) = BJm(kogp) for p < a, and as V(p) = DK, (kosp) for p > a,
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where K, is a modified Bessel function of the second kind of order
m, § = (—p*n/e)'/?, and s = |e/n|"/?G. The coefficients B and D
as well as the eigenmode propagation constants p = p,,, are found
from the requirement that ¥(p) and the radial electric-displacement
component are continuous at p = a. Then the dispersion relation for
quasielectrostatic eigenmodes takes the form

Jm+1(k06f(j) — sane €a Km+1(k0as). (A1)

I (koaq) len|t/2 Ky, (koas)

If the propagation constants are sufficiently large, so that
koaln/e|Y?|p| > |m| and koa|p| > |m/|, one can use the large-argument
approximation for the Bessel functions in (A1) and arrive at

P = (ko) |e/nY%[x0 + g(Qn tm+1/2)sgnel, (A2)

where xo = arctan(e,/|en|'/?). If slight losses in the plasma medium
are allowed for, then each of the quantities p,,, acquires a small
imaginary part such that Imp,, , <0.

In the case considered, the norm N,,, of each quasielectrostatic
eigenmode is approximately determined by integration over p in the
limits 0 < p < a in (14). The magnetic field of such eigenmodes in the
column is found from the equation V2H(r) = —iwV x (- E(r)). Then
we have

Nm,n = Z0_127T(k30a)2|77|pm,n82<]72n (koalﬁ/f\lppm,n>

J%—H (k0a|77/5|1/2pm,n)
ngn (koa’n/g‘l/me,n)

where the second term in the brackets can approximately be replaced
by €2/len|, as is evident from (A1). In addition, for sufficiently large n
when 7n > |xo|, we can neglect the term xo in (A2) when substituting
Dm,n into (A3). Finally, taking into account that by virtue of the second
inequality in (20), exp(—ixole/n|'/?|¢|/a) ~ 1, we obtain the series in
Equation (21).

The series in Equation (22) is derived in a similar way, but
one should first allow for a small collisional loss in the plasma by
introducing the term v (see [10]) to ensure the series convergence, with
subsequent passage to the weak limit v — 0.

x |1+

] sgne, (A3)
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