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A Mode Switchable Ferrite Composite Right/Left Handed
Microwave Coupler
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Abstract—In this paper, novel mode switchable microwave coupled line couplers on ferrite substrates
are presented. The couplers are realized in Composite Right/Left Handed coplanar waveguide
configurations. Two different types of mode switchable couplers are proposed. The first one can
switch the power from the backward coupling port to the through port. The second one can switch
the power from the backward coupling port to both the through and forward coupling ports. In both
cases, the mode switching is achieved by varying the applied DC magnetic bias. The theoretical analysis
of the switching mechanism has been carried out based on the general coupled mode approach. The
analysis is then verified numerically and experimentally. The measurement results confirm the switching
functionalities of the fabricated couplers with better than 10 dB isolation between the switched signals.
Moreover, these novel mode switchable couplers are compact and require very low external DC magnetic
bias due to their CPW configurations. These new proposed switches can be applied in the smart
microwave components in different radar/communication application.

1. INTRODUCTION

Over the two pasting decades, there has been renewed scientific research in using structures to develop
artificial materials, also known as metamaterials since such materials can provide new functionalities
which cannot be achieved otherwise. Left-handed metamaterials (LHMs) are the structures that can
demonstrate negative permittivity and permeability together. The realization of LHMs in the form
of a Composite Right/Left Handed (CRLH) transmission line (TL) is one of the popular realization
structures in which LHM is realized by periodically loading a TL by series capacitors and shunt inductors.
CRLH TL has been realized as 1D TL structures in which the propagation is only along the structure
principal axis [1–4].

In the literature, different realizations of non-resonant 1-D CRLH TLs in either microstrip [5, 6] or
CPW [7–12] have been proposed. Based on these novel transmission lines, several microwave components
such as balun, couplers, power dividers, filters, and antennas [13–33] have been developed.

Coplanar waveguide structures are very attractive in microwave engineering. Moreover, the ferrite
coplanar waveguide transmission line needs a smaller DC biasing magnetic field as a consequence of
its small demagnetization factor concerning microstrip one. Examples of many non-reciprocal CPW
couplers, isolators, and circulators are presented in [34–36].

Mixing the features of CRLH TLs and the ferrite substrates in mixed dielectric/ferrite substrate
microstrip lines [37, 38] and ferrite substrate CPW lines [39, 40]. Applying these TL configurations,
many other reviewers have presented a tunable microwave device such as resonators [41, 42], impedance
transformers [43, 44], phase shifters [45, 46], diplexers [47], isolators [48], circulators [49], leaky wave
antennas [50–54], and couplers [55–60].
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For a conventional coupled line coupler (CLC), either backward or forward, its size depends on
the operating frequency such that the size is related to the electrical length which is decreased by
decreasing the frequency. If the two coupled lines are made of left-handed transmission lines, they can
achieve larger electric lengths at lower frequencies. Furthermore, a CRLH CLC can achieve a quasi-zero
dB coupling level with an easily realizable gap between two lines [61].

Yet to the moment, and up to the knowledge of the authors, no research is focused on the use of the
tunable/non-reciprocal properties of the ferrite CRLH transmission lines to introduce switch devices.
The switching can be done through the control of the power flow in ferrite CRLH couplers from the
through, backward coupling, and forward coupling ports. Since the basic principles are similar and to
prove the generality of the idea, in this paper, we propose two different types of novel mode switchable
CRLH ferrite CLCs to illustrate the two different power switching phenomena. The first switch is
switching between through and backward coupling ports whereas the second one switches between the
backward and forward coupling ports. Both couplers were implemented using CPW configuration over
a ferrite substrate. The couplers were discussed in the context of design principles, circuit simulation,
EM simulations, and experimental measurements.

Thanks to these power control, the switches can switch power in different directions, so this can be
applied in new approach for reconfigurable components in smart wireless systems.

2. THEORY

2.1. Design Guides for CRLH Coupled Line Coupler

By applying the coupled mode theory, the CRLH CLC coupling coefficients for the backward mechanism
(CBW ) and forward mechanism (CFW ) can be calculated as [20]

CBW = βR

(
κe + κm

2

)
(1)

CFW = βR

(
κm − κe

2

)
(2)

where βR is the propagation constant along the individual hosting right-handed TL whereas κe is the
electric and coupling coefficient, and κm is magnetic [61]

κm = (Lm/LR) (3)

κe = (Ce/CR) (4)

where Lm is the mutual inductance; Ce is the mutual capacitance; and LR and CR are the parasitic
inductance and capacitance.

The coupling mode can then be decided as follows:

1- A typical backward coupler, i.e., κm, is positive and = κe,

CBW = (Lm/LR)βR (5)

CFW = 0 (6)

2- A typical forward coupler, i.e., κm = −κe,

CBW = 0 (7)

CFW = − (Lm/LR)βR (8)

A flowchart for the design guides for the CRLH Coupled Line Coupler is shown in Fig. 1(a).

2.2. Design Principles for Ferrite CRLH CLC

It has been explained in [38] that the ferrite TL can demonstrate effective positive/negative magnetic
permeability depending on the external DC bias. The negative permeability is equivalent to a negative
series inductive load (capacitive load).

Therefore, within the negative ferrite permeability frequency band, LR is negative. Hence, from (3),
the magnetic coupling coefficient, κm, alters its sign as permeability does. In other words, for a CLC
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having a positive κm, the CLC is a backward coupler. Should the ferrite permeability alter to be
negative within the same frequency band, i.e., κm changes its sign to be negative, the CLC becomes a
forward coupler. As ferrite permeability changes its sign, the coupling mode of the CLC changes from
backward to forward. This can be achieved by the DC magnetic bias which in turn will change the
ferrite permeability sign and so the coupling coefficient κm.

As a physical explanation, the nonreciprocal properties of ferrite substrate when the permeability
is negative do not allow the backward mode propagations. Instead, they enhance any forward mode
propagations. As a result, using a proper DC magnetic bias, the CRLH CLC outputs can be switched
from backward to through or through/forward ports and vise versa as will be illustrated later. A
flowchart for the design guides for the Ferrite CRLH coupled line coupler is shown in Fig. 1(b).

(a)

(b)

Figure 1. A flowchart for the design guides for (a) CRLH coupled line coupler, (b) ferrite CRLH CLC.

2.3. Ferrite Coupled Line Coupler

The front cross-section of the presented CLCs in this work is shown in Fig. 2. The used ferrite substrate
is YIG Trans Tech TTVG-1850 with εf = 14.8 ± 5%, tan δ < 0.0002, 4πMS = 1850 ± 5%Gauss,
∆H0 ≤ 10Oe. The DC internal magnetic field (H0) direction is shown such that the ferrite permeability
tensor [µ] is then calculated as [62]

[µ] = µ0

 1 0 0

0 µf jk

0 −jk µf

 (9)

where

µf =
ω2
hm − ω2

ω2
h − ω2

(10)

Figure 2. The front cross section of the different ferrite CRLH CPW CLC Switch.
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k =
ωωm

ω2
h − ω2

(11)

ωh = µ0γH0, ωhm = µ0γ
√

H0(H0 +MS), ωm = µ0γMS (12)

where γ is the gyromagnetic ratio of the ferrite, and µ0 is the free space permeability.

3. BACKWARD/THROUGH COUPLING (BC/T) CRLH CPW CLC SWITCH

3.1. Backward/Through Switch Design Procedures

The ferrite (BC/T) CRLH CPW CLC Switch layout is shown in Fig. 3(a). The coupler switches its
output from the backward output to nonreciprocal through output.

(a) (b)

Figure 3. (a) The layout geometry of the ferrite (BC/T) CRLH CPW CLC Switch, a = 19.8mm,
L = 10.2mm, W0 = 6mm, ta = 2.0mm, t1 = 1.5mm, l1 = 0.25mm, So = 0.5mm, Sf = 0.8mm, Wf =
1.3mm, Ws = 0.25mm, and l3 = 0.1mm. (b) The inter digital capacitor geometry Sc = Wc = 0.1mm
and tac = 0.2mm.

The coupler is designed using two individual identical coupled CRLH TLs realized using a CPW
TL loaded periodically with a CRLH unit cell composed of a shunt strip inductor and series interdigital
capacitor as plotted in Fig. 3(b). For a proper matching, different capacitor dimensions were used. The
coupler was ended by four 50Ω CPW terminals. The equivalent circuit of the coupler is shown in Fig. 4.

The design procedures of the backward/through switchable ferrite CRLH CPW CLC were fulfilled
in the following steps. The first step is to design a backward CLC with high backward coupling, close to
0 dB. This step can be achieved using the general principles of arbitrary coupling levels of conventional
CRLH backward CLCs [61]. The equivalent circuit model design was optimized. Next, the physical
layout of the ferrite CRLH CPW CLC was designed. The loading elements, whose values were obtained
from the circuit simulations, were calculated analytically as a start. The interdigital capacitors were
calculated referring to [3], the inductors to [62], and the CPW parasitic elements to [63, 64].

The initial layout was then optimized using HFSS such that it is equivalent to the circuit simulation
(in this step, the applied DC magnetic bias was set to a very high value (for H0 = 50, 000Oe)). The
final design step was to demonstrate the switching between the backward coupling and a nonreciprocal
through port through further optimization of the CLC obtained in the second step for H0 = 0 and a
specific DC magnetic bias.

The choice of H0 = 0Oe was to ensure that the hosting ferrite CPW TL has positive ferrite
permeability which can be analytically seen from (10). Thus, this case is practically close to the
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Figure 4. The equivalent circuit model of the ferrite (BC/T) CRLH CPW CLC Switch.

isotropic case at a very high DC magnetic bias. Since the switching frequency band is associated
with the negative ferrite permeability bandwidth, the specific DC magnetic bias was selected so that
it introduced negative ferrite permeability within the same frequency band having backward coupling
for H0 = 0Oe. In other words, the optimization process was done to achieve two goals: (1), the ferrite
CRLH CPW CLC demonstrates a backward coupling for H0 = 0Oe and (2) a nonreciprocal propagation
for other specific H0 values within the same frequency band. Therefore, the optimization process results
in switching between backward coupling and nonreciprocal through ports.

3.2. Simulation Results

In Fig. 5, both circuit and HFSS simulation (H0 = 50, 000Oe) results are good and agree with each
other. From 6GHz to 8GHz, the coupler backward coupling (S31) is very close to 0 dB; the coupler
reflection coefficient (S11) is less than 10 dB; the insertion loss (S21) is lower than 12 dB; and the forward
coupling isolation (S41) is less than −20 dB.

Next, the coupler structure was optimized for switching purposes to switch between a backward
coupling at H0 = 0Oe to a nonreciprocal through propagation at H0 = 2000Oe. The final circuit
dimensions were decided as shown in Fig. 3. The HFSS simulated scattering parameters of the coupler
at H0 = 0Oe are shown in Fig. 6. It can be seen that the coupler clearly illustrates backward coupling
from 6GHz to 8GHz. The average backward coupling (S31) is −1.5 dB, whereas the through (S21) is
below −10 dB over most of the band. The highest forward coupling S41 is −14 dB at 8GHz.

The CLC HFSS simulated scattering parameters atH0 = 2000Oe are plotted in Fig. 7. The through
(S21) has become dominant, and backward coupling (S31) has been dramatically reduced. For instance,
(S21) is increased from −13 dB (in Fig. 6) to −5 dB, and (S31) is reduced from −2 dB (in Fig. 6) to be
less than −30 dB at 7GHz. Furthermore, the through propagation now becomes nonreciprocal. The
highest forward coupling S41 is −12 dB at 6GHz. Based on results in Fig. 6 and Fig. 7 the backward
coupling at H0 = 0Oe is now switched to a nonreciprocal through propagation at H0 = 2000Oe from
6.2GHz to 8GHz.

The frequency band of the negative ferrite permeability for H0 = 2000Oe can be calculated,
approximately, using (10) to be from 5.7GHz to 7.7GHz. This reveals that the mechanism of the mode
switching is due to the change of permeability from positive to negative. It can also be seen that the
switching frequency band illustrated by the simulation results is very close to the analytically calculated
bandwidth. The variation between those two bandwidths is due to the simplified definition of ferrite
permeability. However, the calculated values can be used as a design guideline.
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Figure 5. The HFSS and equivalent circuit model simulated S parameter magnitudes of the ferrite
(BC/T) CRLH CPW CLC Switch at, H0 = 50, 000Oe. Solid lines are for HFSS results and dotted
lines for circuit model. CLout = 1.6 pF, CLin = 1.2 pF, LL = 0.45 nH, Km = 0.5, Ce = 1.4 pF,
Cr = 0.4 pF, Cr1 = 0.1 pF, Crout = 0.4 pF, Lr = 0.7 nH, Lr1 = 0.4 nH, and Lrout = 0.25 nH, t1 = 1.1mm,
ta = 1.8mm, and L = 9mm.

Figure 6. The HFSS simulated S parameter magnitudes of the ferrite (BC/T) CRLH CPW CLC
Switch at H = 0Oe.

3.3. Fabrication and Experimental Results

The circuit fabrication was done using lithographic technology. The used YIG ferrite material is a one-
sided surface — 0.0003 to 0.0005 inch — silver metallization. The fabricated switchable coupler with
the size of 19mm× 13mm× 1mm is shown in Fig. 8(a) and Fig. 8(b) with extra two FR4 supporters
(0.6mm below and 1.5mm above the coupler) to strengthen the coupler during measurement. The
metallization on the FR4 was removed apart from the edges which were connected to the SMA bases.
The coupler with 4 SMAs and a lower FR4 cover is depicted in Fig. 8(b).
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Figure 7. The HFSS simulated S parameters of the ferrite (BC/T) CRLH CPW CLC Switch at
H = 2000Oe.

(a) (b)

Figure 8. The TTVG-1850 the ferrite (BC/T) CRLH CPW CLC Switch. (a) The circuit prototype.
(b) The lower sided covered circuit prototype.

The measurement setup is shown in Fig. 9 where the coupler was subjected to an external DC
magnetic bias generated from an electromagnet. Adjustment of the DC bias direction was specified by
the orientation of the coupler between the electromagnet poles. The check of the DC magnetic bias was
measured using a Gauss meter, and the scattering parameters magnitude was measured using a VNA.

The external applied DC magnetic bias (Hex) was calculated to compensate for the small effect of
the in-plane demagnetization field for more accurate results as

Hex = H0 + 4πMSN (13)

where N is the demagnetization factor which was calculated to be approximately 0.05 [65]. From (13),
approximately a 90Oe increase in the external bias field value was applied to compensate for the in-plane
demagnetization field.

The scattering parameters of the backward/through switch were measured as in the following
paragraphs. In Fig. 10, at H0 = 0Oe, the backward coupling signal is the dominant one. The level
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Figure 9. The experimental measurements setting for the ferrite (BC/T) CRLH CPW CLC Switch
measurements.

Figure 10. The measured S parameters of the ferrite (BC/T) CRLH CPW CLC Switch at H = 0Oe.

of that signal increases from a little below −10 dB to reach approximately −5 dB in the best cases.
On the other hand, the through (S21) and forward coupling (S41) coefficients are around −20 dB from
6GHz to 7GHz. So, the average backward coupling is 10 dB higher than the through from 6GHz to
7.5GHz. In Fig. 11, at H0 = 2000Oe, the dominant output appears at the through port; its level is
above −10 dB from 6GHz to 7.5GHz beyond which it becomes slightly below −10 dB. On the other
hand, the backward coupled signal S31 decreases from −10 dB at 6GHz to approximately −15 dB at
6.5GHz, and it becomes less than −20 dB from 6.8GHz and is reduced to below −24 dB above 7.5GHz.

By comparing these levels to their responses at H0 = 0Oe shown in Fig. 10, we can see that the
switching between the backward coupling at H0 = 0Oe and the through output at H0 = 2000Oe from
6GHz to 8GHz has been realized and experimentally verified. From 6.7GHz to 7.4GHz, the backward
coupling (S31) and the through (S21) are better than −9 dB on average. The through propagation at
H0 = 2000Oe is nonreciprocal.

In summary, the proposed switch based coupler can act as a novel microwave switch between the
backward coupling and the through from 6.7GHz to 7.4GHz by simply changing H0 from 0Oe to
2000Oe.
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Figure 11. The measured S parameters of ferrite (BC/T) CRLH CPW CLC Switch showing its
switching property for H = 2000Oe.

4. BACKWARD/FORWARD-THROUGH (BC/FC-T) CRLH CPW CLC SWITCH

4.1. Layout and Design

The layout of the (BC/FC-T) CRLH CPW CLC Switch is shown in Fig. 12. The coupler switches
its output from the backward output to a forward coupling and a nonreciprocal through output. The
coupler is designed using two individual identical coupled CRLH TLs realized using a CPW TL loaded
periodically with a shunt planar segment inductor and series air gap capacitor. The coupler is ended
with four 50Ω CPW terminals. The coupler was designed and optimized to switch from backward to
forward coupling and vice versa by changing H0 from 0Oe to 2000Oe. First, a CRLH backward CLC

Figure 12. The layout geometry of the ferrite (BC/FC-T) CRLH CPW CLC switch a = 19.8mm,
L = 10.5mm, W0 = 6mm, ta = 0.2mm, ta0 = 0.25mm, t1 = 0.5mm, l1 = 0.1mm, l3 = 2mm,
W1 = 0.9mm, S1 = 1.6mm, S0 = 0.3mm, Ws = 0.1mm, Sf = 0.8mm, and Wf = 1.3mm.
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within a specific frequency band at H0 = 0Oe is designed. Within this specific band, the CLC has a
positive magnetic coupling coefficient (κm). By careful design, this specific frequency band can coincide
with the frequency band where the ferrite has negative permeability under a certain DC magnetic bias,
H0 = 2000Oe. Under such DC magnetic bias, the magnetic coupling coefficient, κm, becomes negative,
meaning that the coupling is no longer backward but forward, i.e., the coupling mode is switched from
backward to forward.

4.2. Simulation Results

The full wave simulated scattering parameters of the switch at H0 = 0Oe are shown in Fig. 13. It
can be seen that under this bias the coupler exhibits a dominant backward coupling propagation from
7GHz up to 8GHz. The backward coupling level is approximately −10 dB over this band. The forward
coupling level is approximately below −20 dB whereas the through level is around −30 dB.

Figure 13. The HFSS simulated S parameters of the ferrite (BC/FC-T) CRLH CPW CLC Switch at
H = 0Oe.

The simulated scattering magnitudes of the coupler at H0 = 2000Oe are shown in Fig. 14,
illustrating that backward coupling has now been reduced significantly, whereas the forward and through
have been increased dramatically. For instance, at 7.3GHz the backward coupling is around −30 dB,
and forward and through are around −8 dB and −12 dB, respectively, clearly demonstrating that the
coupling mode has been switched from backward to forward/through as H0 changes from 0Oe to
2000Oe. Also, both the through and forward coupling signals have nonreciprocal properties.

4.3. Experimental Results

The measurement setup and procedures were the same as explained in Section 3.4. The fabricated
coupler has a size of 19.8mm×10.5mm×1mm as shown in Fig. 15(a). The coupler was supported with
two horizontal FR4 PCB covers of 1.5mm thickness soldered to the SMAs connectors at both ends,
shown in Fig. 15(b). During measurements, approximately an extra 90Oe was applied to compensate
for the demagnetization field. The measured scattering parameters of the coupler at H0 = 0Oe and
H0 = 2000Oe from 7GHz to 8GHz are shown in Fig. 16 and Fig. 17, respectively. In Fig. 16, at
H0 = 0Oe, it can be seen that the coupler has dominant backward coupling output. For instance,
at 7.3GHz, the backward coupling level is about −11 dB, which is more than 10 dB higher than the
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Figure 14. The HFSS simulated S parameters of the ferrite (BC/FC-T) CRLH CPW CLC Switch at
H = 2000Oe.

(a) (b)

Figure 15. The ferrite (BC/FC-T) CRLH CPW CLC switch. (a) The circuit prototype. (b) The lower
sided covered circuit prototype.

through and 20 dB higher than the forward coupling. Higher than 7.4GHz, the differences between the
backward and forward/through decrease, but the backward coupling still dominates up to 7.9GHz.

In Fig. 17, at H0 = 2000Oe, both the forward coupling and the through signals have increased.
For instance, at 7.3GHz the forward coupling is now about −12 dB, and so is the through, whereas the
backward coupling has reduced to −24 dB. More detailed comparisons between Figs. 16 and 17 reveal
that from 7.2GHz to 7.4GHz, the forward coupling S41 gains at least a 15 dB increase, from around
−30 dB at H0 = 0 to approximately −12 dB at H0 = 2000, and the through has an approximately
10 dB increase, from around −22 dB at H0 = 0 to approximately −12 dB at H0 = 2000. On the other
hand, the backward coupling S31 decreases from approximately −12 dB at H0 = 0Oe to less than
−25 dB at H0 = 2000Oe over the same frequency band. The backward mode has been switched to
forward/through modes as magnetic bias alters from 0Oe to 2000Oe, hence experimentally verifying
our theoretical prediction and numerical simulation results. It is also noticed that both through and
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Figure 16. The measured S parameters magnitudes of the ferrite (BC/FC-T) CRLH CPW CLC
Switch at H = 0Oe.

Figure 17. The measured S parameters magnitudes of the ferrite (BC/FC-T) CRLH CPW CLC
Switch at H = 2000Oe.

forward coupling have nonreciprocal properties.
It is obvious, from Fig. 14 to Fig. 17, that the measured bandwidth of the mode switchable CLC

is much narrower than that of HFSS simulation results. The exact cause of this is not clear. However,
this discrepancy should not detract from the message being conveyed — experimental verification of
the mode switchable CRLH CLC.

As an advantage, the backward mode in the coupler is switched to forward and through modes
as magnetic bias alters from 0Oe to 2000Oe. These are the double advantages of the first proposed
coupler.
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5. CONCLUSION

Two novel ferrite microwave power switching devices have been presented. These devices have been
designed and realized as ferrite CRLH CLCs in CPW configurations. The novel CLCs demonstrate
new functionalities — mode switchable, i.e., the CLCs can switch the power between the backward
and through ports, or between the backward and forward/through ports as magnetic bias changes with
nonreciprocity. The theoretical concepts of the switching mechanism have been discussed and validated
using full-wave electromagnetic numerical simulations. CLCs based on the full-wave simulation results
were fabricated, and the mode switchable functionalities have been experimentally verified. Moreover,
the reported CLCs are compact and have a low demagnetization factor. As an advantage of the
proposed switch, it can be claimed that this new mode switchable CLCs can find their applications
in smat/reconfigurable radar systems and cognitive radio communications.
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