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ABSTRACT: This paper proposes a slot-loading-enabled compact ultra-wideband (UWB) planar antenna supported by circuit-backed mod-
elling that targets defense communication systems. The antenna was realized on a compact footprint of 10x 12x 1.5 mm?, corresponding
to an electrical size of approximately 0.29Ax0.35Ax 0.043 ) at the center frequency. Through the combined use of a modified circular
radiator, strategically introduced slots, a stepped feed network, and a defected ground plane, the antenna achieves a continuous impedance
bandwidth from 2.4 to 15 GHz. This corresponds to an absolute bandwidth of 12.6 GHz, a fractional bandwidth of nearly 145%, and a
center frequency of 8.7 GHz, confirming the UWB operation. The antenna attains a maximum gain of 6.37 dB with a radiation efficiency
reaching 89%. Stable radiation characteristics were observed, with dominant co-polarized fields and well-suppressed cross-polarization
in both the principal planes. An electrical equivalent circuit provides physical insight into the multi-resonant behavior and enables ef-
ficient circuit-level validation. The measured results were in close agreement with the simulations, demonstrating the suitability of the

antenna for compact UWB defense communication applications.

1. INTRODUCTION

icrostrip patch antennas have attracted significant atten-
tion in modern wireless communication systems because
of their low profile, light weight, ease of fabrication, and com-
patibility with planar circuitry. However, conventional mi-
crostrip antennas inherently suffer from a narrow impedance
bandwidth and limited gain, which restrict their applicability
in emerging wide-band and high-frequency systems. Conse-
quently, extensive research efforts have been directed toward
improving antenna bandwidth, radiation efficiency, and polar-
ization characteristics through innovative geometries, slot load-
ing, parasitic elements, and ground-plane modifications [1].
With the rapid evolution of fifth-generation (5G), millime-
terwave (mmWave), and beyond-5G communication systems,
antennas capable of operating over wide and multi-band fre-
quency ranges have become essential. Several broadband and
mmWave microstrip antenna designs have been reported for
5G applications, particularly around the 28 GHz and higher fre-
quency bands [2—4]. Slot-loaded U-shaped patch antennas with
partial ground planes have demonstrated enhanced bandwidth
and dual-beam radiation characteristics, making them suitable
for high-data-rate wireless services [4,5]. Wide-band antenna
design techniques involving slot cuts, modified patch shapes,
and defective structures have also been explored to improve
impedance matching without significantly increasing antenna
size [6-8].
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Recent research has further emphasized the importance
of compact and ultra-wideband (UWB) antennas to support
diverse wireless standards, including microwave, mmWave,
and future terahertz (THz) systems [9—11]. Slot-based and
parasitic-loaded planar antennas have proven effective in
achieving broadband behavior, improved polarization purity,
and stable radiation patterns [12—14]. Compact planar antennas
operating across the S, C, X, and microwave 5G bands have
also been reported, highlighting the need for antenna structures
that combine miniaturization with wide-band performance
[15-19]. Despite these advancements, achieving continuous
wide-band operation with stable impedance matching, low
cross-polarization, and high radiation efficiency using a
compact planar configuration remains a challenge.

Motivated by these requirements, the present work proposes
a compact planar antenna that incorporates a modified circu-
lar radiator, slot loading, a stepped feed structure, and defec-
tive ground plane to achieve wide-band operation. The antenna
was designed to achieve stable impedance matching, enhanced
bandwidth, and efficient radiation, making it suitable for mod-
ern wide-band and multi-frequency wireless applications.

The remainder of this paper is organized as follows. First,
the graphical abstract summarizes the overall design, fabrica-
tion, and measurement workflow of the proposed antenna. The
following section describes the antenna geometry and design
considerations, followed by the evolution of the antenna struc-
ture for bandwidth enhancement. Electrical equivalent circuit
modelling and parametric analysis are then presented to explain
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FIGURE 1. Graphical overview of antenna design, fabrication, measurement, and validation process.
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FIGURE 2. Front, side, and back views of the proposed planar antenna with dimensional parameters.

antenna behavior. Finally, simulated and measured results are
discussed to validate the performance of the proposed antenna.

2. GRAPHICAL ABSTRACT

Figure 1 illustrates a graphical abstract summarizing the com-
plete development workflow of the proposed planar antenna,
from numerical design to experimental verification. In stage
(A), the antenna geometry was modeled and optimized using
full-wave electromagnetic simulations in Computer Simulation
Technology (CST) Microwave Studio, where both the radiating
element and ground-plane features were examined to achieve
wide-band impedance matching. Based on the optimized pa-
rameters, stage (B) depicts the fabrication of the antenna on
an FR-4 substrate using standard printed circuit board (PCB)
fabrication processes, ensuring the accurate realization of the
slot-loaded radiator, feed network, and ground-plane structure.

The subsequent stages emphasize the experimental valida-
tion and performance assessment. In stage (C), the fabricated
antenna was evaluated inside an anechoic chamber using a vec-
tor network analyzer (VNA) to measure the reflection charac-
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teristics and radiation performance under controlled conditions.
Finally, stage (D) presents the results and discussion, in which
the measured responses are compared with simulated data. The
strong agreement between the simulation and experiment veri-
fies the effectiveness of the proposed design approach and con-
firms the suitability of the antenna for wideband and defense
communication applications.

3. ANTENNA GEOMETRY AND DESIGN METHODOL-
0GY

Figure 2 illustrates the geometry of the proposed planar an-
tenna, where the front view presents a compact rectangular con-
figuration defined by the overall dimensions K| and K,. A
modified circular radiating patch was centrally positioned on
the substrate, and its effective size was governed by K3. An
internal circular slot (K4) is etched within the patch to intro-
duce capacitive loading, which aids in resonance tuning and
impedance matching. An additional circular slot near the feed
junction (Ks) improved the electromagnetic coupling between
the feed line and the radiator.
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TABLE 1. Dimensional parameters of the proposed planar antenna.

PARAMETER | VALUE (inmm) | PARAMETER | VALUE (inmm)
Kl 10 K12 1.5
K2 12 K13 1
K3 6 K14 0.3
K4 2 K15 2.2
K5 1 K16 3
K6 3 K17 0.5
K7 1 K18 3
K8 2 K19 4
K9 1 K20 1

K10 3 K21 2
Kl1 2 K22 15

The antenna is excited through a stepped and slotted mi-
crostrip feed structure, in which the dimensions Ks—Kg func-
tion as impedance-transforming sections and matching ele-
ments. Supplementary rectangular and circular slots near the
lower region modify the surface current distribution, suppress
undesired resonant modes, and support wide-band operation
while preserving the structural symmetry.

The side and back views describe the substrate and ground-
plane features of the antenna. The side view emphasizes a
thin dielectric substrate with uniform thickness K»,, confirm-
ing a low-profile planar structure suitable for compact radio
frequency (RF) applications. The back view shows a partial
ground plane extending to K9, which enhances the bandwidth
by altering the return current path. A circular slot etched in
the ground plane, defined as K3 and K>;, forms a defective
ground structure that introduces additional inductive and capac-
itive effects. The combined action of the partial ground plane
and defective structure results in improved impedance band-
width, controlled resonance behavior, and stable radiation per-
formance across the operating frequency range.

The geometric parameters listed in Table 1 precisely de-
fine the compact planar antenna structure and enable controlled
electromagnetic behavior. The overall antenna size was gov-
erned by K| = 10mm and K; = 12 mm, which set the length
and width of the substrate, respectively. The main circular radi-
ating patch is characterized by K3 = 6 mm, whereas the inner
circular slot of the radiator, defined by K4 = 2 mm, introduces
reactive loading to shift and stabilize the resonant frequencies.
A smaller circular slot near the feed region (K5 = 1mm)
improves the electromagnetic coupling between the feedline
and radiator. The feed transition and lateral extensions are
controlled by K¢ = 3mm and K7 = 1mm, which act
as impedance-matching sections to ensure an efficient power
transfer across a wide frequency range.

The lower portion of the antenna consists of several finely
tuned features that enhance bandwidth and current distribution.
The parameters Kg = 2mm and K9 = 1 mm define a rect-
angular slot that modifies the surface current path, whereas
K9 = 3mm and K|; = 2 mm determine the horizontal extent
of the bottom section. The etched circular slots located sym-
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metrically at the lower corners were defined by K1, = 1.5 mm
and K3 = 1mm, contributing to resonance control and ra-
diation stability. Narrow slots and steps defined by K4 =
0.3mm, K5 = 2.2mm, K¢ = 3mm, K7 = 0.5mm, and
K3 = 3mm further refine impedance matching by introduc-
ing gradual discontinuities. On the ground plane, K9 = 4 mm
specifies the partial ground height, whereas the defected ground
structure is governed by Ky = 1 mm and K,; = 2 mm, which
perturb the return current path to enhance the bandwidth. Fi-
nally, the substrate thickness K, = 1.5 mm confirms the low-
profile nature of the antenna, making it suitable for compact
and high-frequency wireless applications.

4. ELECTRICAL EQUIVALENT CIRCUIT MODELLING

The proposed planar antenna is modelled using an RF circuit
representation of the proposed antenna, excited by a 50 €2 feed
line as shown in Figure 3, where the radiating behavior is repre-
sented by three parallel RLC resonator branches corresponding
to different physical sections of the antenna. The main circular
patch is modelled by an RLC branch (= 86 €2, 1.2 nH, 0.92 pF)
and generates the fundamental resonance. The slot-loaded re-
gion is represented by a second RLC branch (= 822, 0.55nH,
0.54 pF), which introduces additional capacitive loading and
improves mid-band impedance matching. The lower stepped
arms form the third RLC branch (= 95, 0.32nH, 0.44 pF),
which is responsible for higher-frequency resonance and band-
width extension.

In addition, the defected ground structure (DGS) is mod-
elled as a series LC network (=~ 0.2nH, 0.3 pF), which mod-
ifies the ground current path, suppresses unwanted modes, and
enhances the impedance bandwidth. The combined response
of these resonators accurately explains the observed multi-
resonant and wide-band S7; behavior. Overall, the equivalent
electrical circuit (EEC) provides a clear circuit-level interpre-
tation of antenna operation and validates the wide-band per-
formance achieved through radiator shaping, slot loading, and
ground-plane defect parameters of the equivalent circuit model,
mentioned in Table 2.
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FIGURE 3. Equivalent RF circuit representation of the proposed antenna.

TABLE 2. Parameters of the equivalent circuit model.

Branch | R(©2) | L (nH) | C(pF) | Physical Interpretation
R1L:1Cy ~86 1.2 0.92 Main circular patch
RoloCo | ~82 0.55 0.54 Slot coupling
R3L3C3 ~95 0.32 0.44 Lower stepped arms
DGS 0.2 0.3 Ground defect
Resonant frequency
1
fo=—— (1)
2/ LC
Quality factor (from S7; bandwidth)
fo
QR oo ()
BW_1048
Parallel resistance
R~ Q- wyL 3)

4.1. Resonator-1: Main Circular Patch (3, Ky4)

The fundamental resonance of the proposed antenna is mainly
produced by the main circular radiating patch. This resonance
corresponds to the longest surface current path on the antenna
and dominates the lower operating frequency band. The reso-
nant frequency is identified from the measured S1; response as
follows:

f1 =~ 4.8GHz “)
The equivalent inductance is selected based on the effective

current loop formed on the circular patch and is estimated as
follows:

L1~ 12nH %)
Using the standard resonance condition of a parallel RLC cir-
cuit, the equivalent capacitance is calculated as follows:

1
Ci=——5—~092pF
(27Tf1) L1

The quality factor is estimated from the 10 dB impedance band-
width (BW ~ 2.0 GHz) as
4.8

~ 48
BW 2.0

(6)

O ~ 2.4 7
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The corresponding equivalent resistance, representing radiation
and ohmic losses, is obtained as

R1 ~ Q1w1L1 ~ 8612 (8)

This RLC branch effectively modeled the dominant surface cur-
rent loop on the main circular patch and established the funda-
mental resonance of the antenna.

4.2. Resonator-2: SlotLoaded Region (K5, Kg, Ko)

The second resonator corresponds to the slot-loaded region de-
fined by the parameters K5, K8, and K9. The etched slots in-
troduce additional capacitive loading and elongate the effective
current path, resulting in higher-order resonance and improved
impedance matching in the midfrequency band. The resonant
frequency associated with this mode was observed at

fo = 9.2GHz ©)

Owing to the shorter electrical length than that of the main
patch, a reduced inductance value is selected as,

Ly ~ 0.55nH (10)
with the equivalent capacitance estimated as
Cs = 0.54pF (11)

From the —10 dB impedance bandwidth (BW = 3.5 GHz), the
quality factor is calculated as follows:

9.2
~— 2.6 12
Q:~ 3> (12)
The equivalent resistance for this resonator is therefore
Ry ~ 820 (13)

This resonator models mid-band resonance, where the slot
structures act as reactive loading elements that enhance
impedance matching and contribute to bandwidth broadening.

4.3. Resonator-3: Lower Stepped Arms (K- K3)

The third resonator represents the lower stepped arms of the
antenna, defined by the parameters K ;—K3. These compact
structures support shorter current paths and generate high fre-
quency resonance, thereby extending the antenna operation to-
ward the upper frequency region. The corresponding resonant
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FIGURE 4. Evolution stages of the antenna geometry.

frequency is identified as

f3 ~ 13.5GHz (14)

Owing to the reduced electrical length, the inductance is smaller
and estimated as

L3 ~ 0.32nH (15)
while the equivalent capacitance is
C3 ~ 0.44pF (16)

Using the —10dB bandwidth (BW = 3.8 GHz), the quality
factor is estimated as

13.5
~ — ~ 3. 1
Qs 38 3.5 (17)
The associated resistance is calculated as
R3 ~950Q (18)

This RLC branch accurately models the high-frequency reso-
nance produced by compact lower stepped arms and contributes
to the overall wide-band behavior of the antenna.

4.4. Defected Ground Structure (DGS) Modelling

In addition to the radiating elements, the defected ground struc-
ture (DGS) defined by parameters K9—K,; was modelled as a
series LC network. The DGS alters the ground-plane current
distribution and introduces additional reactive loading, which
suppresses the unwanted resonant modes and enhances the
impedance bandwidth. From an equivalent-circuit perspective,
the DGS behaves as a frequency-selective reactive element con-
nected to the ground plane.

The inductive component arises from the elongated current
path around the ground defect, whereas the capacitive compo-
nent arises from the gap between the defective and intact ground
regions.

4.5. Equivalent Circuit Parameters of the DGS

Based on the observed flattening of the S7; response and im-
proved impedance matching, the extracted parameter ranges for
the DGS are:

L, =
Cqy =

0.15 - 0.25nH
0.25 — 0.35pF

(19)
(20)
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For circuit-level simulation and validation, the nominal values
are selected as

Ly~ 02nHand Cy =~ 0.3pF 2n

These values provide an effective tradeoff between the band-
width enhancement and impedance stability across the oper-
ating frequency range. The radiation block at the output rep-
resents the conversion of guided electromagnetic energy into
free-space radiation.

4.6. Physical Interpretation and Performance Impact

The inductance L, represents the additional magnetic energy
storage caused by the meandered current path around the
ground-plane defect, which effectively lowers the resonant
frequency without increasing the antenna size. Capacitance Cj,
models the electric-field coupling across the ground disconti-
nuity and improves impedance matching by compensating for
inductive reactance at higher frequencies.

4.6.1. Input Impedance Representation

n

Zin = Zfeed + Z
-1 14+ JQ;

The overall input impedance of the antenna can be expressed as
R;

7
fil f
where each parallel R;L;C; branch corresponds to a distinct
physical resonance of the antenna

(22)

5. DESIGN EVOLUTION AND IMPEDANCE ANALYSIS

Figure 4 illustrates the step-by-step evolution of the proposed
planar antenna geometry, showing how each modification con-
tributes to performance enhancement. In Stage (1), a simple
circular radiating patch fed by a narrow microstrip line was in-
troduced with a partial ground plane to establish the basic reso-
nant behavior. Stage (2) adds horizontal extensions to the feed
region, which increases the effective current path and improves
the impedance matching while maintaining a compact structure.

In Stage (3), circular slots are etched into the main radia-
tor and feed junction, creating additional resonant paths and
enabling a multi-band operation. Stage (4) further refines the
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FIGURE 6. (a) Gain and radiation efficiency variation with frequency and (b) Magnitude of (S11) curve shows the effect of patch parameter K.

structure by introducing side slots and ground modifications,
which enhance the bandwidth and stabilize the current dis-
tribution. Finally, Stage (5) incorporates stepped arms and
corner slots, resulting in improved impedance bandwidth and
resonance control. This progressive design approach clearly
demonstrates how systematic geometric modifications can lead
to a compact wide-band planar antenna.

The return-loss response shows a clear bandwidth enhance-
ment as the antenna progresses through successive design
stages, as shown in Figure 5. Stage (1) exhibits resonance only
in the higher-frequency region, with acceptable impedance
matching observed from 11.9 to 15 GHz, indicating limited
operational bandwidth. With the introduction of additional
structural features in Stage (2), the impedance bandwidth
slightly improved and extended from 11 to 15 GHz, reflecting
better coupling between the feed and the radiator.

In Stage (3), the further modification of radiating and slot
regions shifts the lower cutoff frequency, resulting in an oper-
ating band from 10.8 to 15 GHz. Stage (4) shows a substan-
tial enhancement in bandwidth, where strong resonances are
achieved from 8 GHz to 15 GHz, confirming the effectiveness
of the added slots and ground modifications. Finally, the fi-
nal stage delivers wide-band performance, maintaining S7; be-
low —10 dB over a broad frequency range from 2.4 to 15 GHz,
demonstrating stable impedance matching and validating the
optimized antenna design.

6. PARAMETRIC ANALYSIS OF SLOT AND GROUND
STRUCTURES

In Figure 6(a), radiation characteristics indicate that the pro-
posed antenna achieves a peak gain of 6.37 dB with a max-
imum radiation efficiency of approximately 89%, confirming
efficient radiation over the operating band. The gain increases
gradually with frequency, attaining its maximum value in the
mid-to-high frequency region, while the efficiency remains
consistently high, demonstrating low conduction and dielectric
losses and stable radiation performance across the wide band-
width.
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In Figure 6(b), the parametric study of the main circular patch
dimension (K3) reveals its strong influence on impedance
matching and resonant behavior. For K3 = 5, the antenna res-
onates mainly in the higher band, providing effective operation
from 7.5 to 15 GHz. When K 3 is increased to 6, the antenna ex-
hibits wide-band behavior with a continuous resonant response
from 2.5 to 15 GHz, indicating optimal coupling and bandwidth
enhancement. For K3 = 7, the resonant response splits into
two regions, with a narrow resonance around 4.5—5 GHz and a
broader band extending from 9 to 15 GHz. These results con-
firm that the careful tuning of K3 is critical for achieving wide-
band impedance matching and optimal antenna performance.

In Figure 7(a), the parametric analysis clearly shows the ef-
fect of K5 on the impedance bandwidth of the antenna. For
K5 = 0.5, the antenna resonates only in the higher frequency
region, providing effective operation from 7 to 15 GHz. When
K5 is increased to 1, strong impedance matching is achieved
over a much wider range, extending from 2.4 to 15 GHz, in-
dicating optimal coupling between the feed and the radiating
structure. Further increasing the parameter to K5 = 1.5 splits
the resonance into two regions, with a narrow band around 4.5—
5 GHz and a wide upper band from 9 to 15 GHz, due to exces-
sive reactive loading near the feed.

In Figure 7(b), similarly, the variation of the ground-plane
parameter Ko significantly influences the return-loss re-
sponse. For K51 = 1, the antenna exhibits resonance mainly in
the upper band from 9.8 to 15 GHz. When K5, is set to 2, the
antenna achieves wide-band operation covering 2.4 to 15 GHz,
confirming effective defected ground coupling and improved
impedance matching. Increasing Ko; to 3 shifts the resonance
toward higher frequencies, resulting in operation from 10 to
15GHz. These results demonstrate that the proper tuning of
both K5 and K5, is essential for achieving wide-band and
stable antenna performance.

7. EXPERIMENTAL RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Figure 8(a) illustrates a comparison between the simulated and
measured return-loss (S71) results, showing that the proposed
antenna provides continuous wide-band operation from 2.4 to
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15 GHz with reflection coefficients below —10 dB. The antenna
design was first simulated and optimized using CST Microwave
Studio, after which it was fabricated on an FR-4 substrate in an
antenna laboratory. The experimental characterization was per-
formed using a vector network analyzer (VNA) inside an ane-
choic chamber. The measured response closely followed the
simulated trend, confirming the accuracy of the design and fab-
rication process. The small deviations are mainly attributed to
fabrication tolerances, connector losses, and practical measure-
ment conditions.

Figure 8(b) shows the input impedance variation of the an-
tenna in terms of its real and imaginary components. The real
part of the impedance remains close to 50 {2 over most of the
operating band, indicating an efficient power transfer from the
feed line to the antenna. At the same time, the imaginary com-
ponent stays near zero, alternating slightly between inductive
and capacitive behavior across the frequency range. This bal-
anced impedance response ensures minimal reflections and a
stable wide-band performance, further validating the suitability
of the antenna for practical broadband wireless applications.

Figure 9 shows the co-polarized radiation patterns of the pro-
posed antenna in the principal planes at 6 GHz and 14 GHz
obtained from both simulation and measurement. At 6 GHz,
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the H-plane (a) presents an almost omnidirectional response,
indicating uniform radiation around the antenna, whereas the
E-plane (b) exhibits a bidirectional pattern with two domi-
nant lobes and a clear null, confirming the excitation of the
fundamental resonant mode. The measured patterns closely
follow the simulated curves with only slight variations due
to fabrication tolerance and measurement setup. At 14 GHz,
the radiation becomes more directive because of higher-order
mode excitation; however, the H-plane (c) still retains a quasi-
omnidirectional characteristic, while the F-plane (d) shows
multiple lobes with a dominant main beam. Overall, the strong
agreement between simulated and measured results in all four
cases confirms stable co-polarized radiation and reliable wide-
band performance of the antenna.

Figure 10 presents the cross-polarized radiation patterns of
the proposed antenna in both principal planes at 6 GHz and
14 GHz from simulation and measurement. At 6 GHz, the H-
plane () shows very weak cross-polarized components with
only small localized lobes, indicating strong suppression of
the undesired polarization. The E-plane (F') exhibits slightly
higher levels, but the radiation remains confined to limited di-
rections and is still much lower than the co-polarized field. The
measured curves closely follow the simulated responses. At
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FIGURE 9. Co-polarized radiation patterns of the proposed antenna obtained from simulation and measurement: (a) H-plane at 6 GHz, (b) E-plane
at 6 GHz, (c) H-plane at 14 GHz, and (d) E-plane at 14 GHz (magnitude in dB versus angle in degrees).

14 GHz, additional variations appear because of higher-order
mode excitation; however, the H-plane (G) continues to main-
tain low cross-polarized magnitude, while the E-plane (H) dis-
plays a few directional lobes of moderate strength. Overall,
the antenna maintains low cross-polarization over the operating
band, confirming good polarization purity and stable radiation
performance.

Figure 11 illustrates the surface current distribution on the
proposed antenna at two representative frequencies, highlight-
ing the active radiating regions and current paths responsible for
the radiation. At6 GHz (a), the surface current is primarily con-
centrated along the outer edges of the main circular radiator and
feed transition region, forming a dominant current loop associ-
ated with the lower resonant mode. A moderate current density
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FIGURE 10. Cross-polarized radiation patterns of the proposed antenna obtained from simulation and measurement: (e¢) H-plane at 6 GHz, (f) E-plane
at 6 GHz, (g) H-plane at 14 GHz, and (h) E-plane at 14 GHz (magnitude in dB versus angle in degrees).

(b)

FIGURE 11. Surface current distribution at (a) 6 GHz and (b) 14 GHz.

was also observed on the partial ground plane, indicating strong
coupling between the radiator and the ground. The current flow
remained relatively uniform and smoothly distributed, confirm-
ing that the fundamental resonance was governed mainly by the
main patch geometry and feed structure.

At 14 GHz (b), the surface current intensity increased and
became more localized, particularly around the inner circular
slot, lower stepped arms, and slot edges. The current paths were
shorter and more complex, indicating the excitation of higher-
order resonant modes in the upper frequency band. Strong cur-
rents were also observed around the defected ground and slot
regions, demonstrating their roles in bandwidth enhancement
and impedance tuning. The contrast between the current dis-
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tributions at 6 GHz and 14 GHz clearly explains the wide-band
behavior of the antenna, where the main patch dominates the
lower-frequency radiation, whereas the slots and stepped struc-
tures contribute significantly at higher frequencies.

Figure 12 illustrates the three-dimensional radiation charac-
teristics of the proposed antenna at 6 GHz and 14 GHz. At
6 GHz, the antenna demonstrates a wide and nearly omnidirec-
tional radiation pattern with a maximum realized gain of about
6.37 dBi, indicating smooth field distribution, stable radiation
behavior, and efficient power radiation at the lower end of the
operating band. In contrast, at 14 GHz, the radiation pattern be-
comes more directive, with radiated energy concentrated along
specific directions. The gain at this frequency increases from
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FIGURE 12. Three-dimensional radiation patterns at (a) 6 GHz and (b) 14 GHz.

TABLE 3. Comparison of the proposed antenna with reported planar antennas.

Ref. No. Antenna Type / Technique Size (mm®) | Bandwidth (GHz) | Peak Gain (dB) | Efficiency (%)

[2] Broadband microstrip antenna for 5G 20%x18x1.6 26-30 6.1 85

[4] U-slot dual-beam microstrip antenna 45x45x1.6 3.1-6.2 7.2 88

[6] Wide-band planar antenna 35%x30x1.6 2.5-10.5 4.8 82

[8] Compact microstrip antenna for 5G 18x16x%x1.6 24-29 5.5 80
[12] Slot-cut rectangular patch antenna 40x30x1.6 3-9 4.2 78
[13] Miniaturized UWB antenna with partial ground | 28x24x1.6 3.1-10.6 5.0 84
[15] S/C/Xband compact antenna 22%x20x1.6 2-12 6.0 86
[18] Circular compact UWB antenna 25x22x1.6 3-11 5.6 87
This Work | Slot-loaded circular planar antenna with DGS 10x12x1.5 2.4-15 6.37 89

approximately 2.83 dBi to a peak value of around 4 dBi, which
is lower than that at 6 GHz due to the excitation of higher-
order modes at higher frequencies. These modes lead to in-
creased field cancellation and mild pattern distortion, resulting
in reduced gain. Nevertheless, the main radiation lobe remains
dominant with only minor side lobes, confirming that the an-
tenna preserves effective radiation performance and acceptable
directivity across the upper-frequency range.

From Table 3, it is evident that the proposed antenna of-
fers a significantly reduced footprint while achieving wider
impedance bandwidth and higher radiation efficiency than most
reported designs. The integration of slot loading, stepped feed,
and defective ground structure enables broadband performance
without compromising compactness, making the antenna well
suited for modern wide-band wireless applications.
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8. CONCLUSION

In this article, a slot-loading-enabled compact UWB planar
antenna with circuit-backed modelling is presented for defense
communication applications. The antenna integrates a mod-
ified circular radiator, slot loading, a stepped feed network,
and a defected ground plane to realize wide-band impedance
matching from 2.4 to 15 GHz within a compact footprint of
10x12x1.5mm?3. The design achieves a maximum gain of
6.37dB and a radiation efficiency of approximately 89%,
while maintaining stable radiation patterns with dominant
co-polarization and suppressed cross-polarization across the
operating band. An electrical equivalent circuit model was
developed to explain the multi-resonant behavior and provide
an efficient circuit-level validation of the antenna performance.
The close agreement between the simulated and measured
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results confirmed the reliability of the proposed design. Owing
to its compact size, wide bandwidth, high efficiency, and ro-
bust polarization characteristics, the antenna is well-suited for
UWRB defense and tactical wireless communication systems.
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